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· .My name is Jacques Paris and I am a commoner living in 18th century France. I want to tell you what my life is like while I watch the French Revolution take place around me. Let me put it this way for you: it isn’t good. I live in a country ruled by a monarchy who could care less about us commoners.

So how did the French Revolution start you may ask? Well, the people with all of the money (the noble and clergy) weren’t paying their taxes. Our government was in a major financial crisis. After borrowing money to pay for the Seven Years War and American Revolution, France was basically bankrupt. On top of that, a years harvest was destroyed from hail storms and widespread famine swept the nation. Also, an enlightenment movement taking over France and people were obsessed with ideas like liberty and equality.

I thought that the revolutionary sentiment among my commoner people was right. I mean, look at the revolution that happened over in America. Why couldn’t we have the same thing here? I was willing to fight for my liberty and did whatever it took to get it! After the execution of Louis XIV, though, things got a little crazy. Austria and Prussia were fighting against us. People were being executed left and right. The reign of terror was chaos and that isn’t necessarily what I wanted. In the end, though, Napoleon was granted first consul of France. Basically another monarch. Sigh. French aristocracy rose again and things didn’t change much. At least we can say we tried and can only look to the future to gain the liberties we deserve.

“French Revolution.” Ducksters Educational Site, www.ducksters.com/history/french_revolution/causes_of_the_french_revolution.php.
Response 

Hi Jacques Paris, I have gone through your post and it is amazing. I love the Q and A approach that you have embraced in tackling the question. The French Revolution was not something meant for the weak, it needed a lot of strength both economically and politically. However, I have a question for you, Was the issue of tax the reason behind French Revolution? Why?

2. As a peasant, I would’ve participated in the revolution because I needed change. Louis XVI spent all the money and the country had to declare bankruptcy. This led to cattle disease, higher bread price, and hunger. France got into many debts because of the wars against Americans.

Since the old system was only designed for rich people and was not working for everyone, change was very much needed. The revolution was also mostly caused by the enlightenment and people were more knowledgeable and needed equality and liberty.

As far the reign of terror, it was unnecessary and horrible. A lot of innocent people, specifically those who were against the revolution were executed without even going to trial. The country was completely destroyed. I think all of this came to an end when Napoleon became the first consul by force with the help of the military. Although he became emperor because of a loyal army, he did everything he could in his power to win many wars and make France one of the most powerful countries in Europe as they gained more territory.

History.com Satff. "French Revolution." History.com. A+E Networks, 2009 Accessed March 21, 2018. 
https://www.history.com/topics/french-revolution
Response

This is an awesome post that I have met in this topic. I thank your desire for change in the revolution. You seem to have the same zeal and desire as Napoleon. I suggest that you would have been of great impact to the reign of Napoleon. However, I have a question for you. Is getting to war hungry quite risky? I think that was the situation in this revolution as well as bankruptcy. What were the remedies for this?
